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Abstract 

The history of conflict is traceable to the earliest time. Men, groups, nations and states have often had one 
form of conflict with another in their quest to outsmart or attain and maintain a given goal as well as interest. 
The African continent has remained a central theatre of conflict in the twenty first century. The wind of the 
conflict which ravaged Sudan for decades soon spread into the independent South Sudan State. Since 
December 2013, South Sudan, the newest African State has been under the terrible grip of ethnic conflict. 
What started as a political problem soon became militarized as soldiers loyal to the Dinka ethnic group 
began to clash with their counterparts from Nuer. The extension of the conflicts from the barracks to the 
civilian milieu led to massive killings in Juba, Jonglei and other parts of the country. There were extrajudicial 
killings, rape, state-motivated arrests, violence against helpless civilians as well as the attack on personnel 
and objects used in the peace-keeping from the United Nations Missions in South Sudan (UNMISS). It 
should be noted that the Sudan People’s Liberation Army (SPLA), which was historically an umbrella  body 
for all the armed-groups in the country disintegrated into guerrilla groups and factors headed by warlords.  
This work, which adopted document analysis methodology presents a historical review of the conflict as well 
as the push and pull effects of the foreign influence on it. Finally, it recommends multi-dimensional peace-
building and transitional justice as roadmap to peace in that state. 
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