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Abstract. The title of the research "protection of water environment and its relationship to the 

purposes of Islamic law" its scientific article is collected from various books, and I arranged them 

according to what serves the research to make it easier for specialists and those interested to view it, 

and take advantage of it, I had divided the research to introduction, and three theses, and a 

conclusion. 

1. Introduction 

Thanks to the God for his blessings, and peace may be upon our prophet Mohamed, and then, The 

God mocked us the universe, and innovated it to serve the human beings within seeking in the earth, 

and search for its treasures, maintain its fortunes, best usage, as the God says" It is He who created 

for you all of that which is on the earth." verse 1. Islam has a look on the blessings of the earth, 

which the man must maintain them, and use them in best way, as the God says " Indeed, all things 

We created with predestination." verse 49, in this verse there is a signal to the environmental 

barrel, which should be considered, and this matter is ensured by Islam, for the purpose to construct 

the earth, also prevents the tempering of the fortune resources and the elements of environment, 

rather than water, the root of the life, the God says " and made from water every living thing" 

verse 30.Maintaining it, and not polluting, is one of the greatest purposes of Islamic law, hence the 

importance of research came, which is titled by «protection the aquatic environment and its 

relationship to the purposes of Islamic law» This research consists of an introduction, three and two 

topics. 

The first topic: the nature of the aquatic environment, and its care by Islam. 

It includes two thesis's: 

The First thesis: The definition of the aquatic environment and types of water pollution. 

The Second thesis: The attention of the Islamic religion to the aquatic environment. 

The second topic: the relationship between the purposes of the law to preserve the aquatic 

environment. 

It includes three thesis: 
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First thesis: relationship of necessities to maintain the aquatic environment. 

The second thesis: the relationship of needs to preserve the aquatic environment. 

Third thesis: relationship of improvements with maintain the aquatic environment. 

Conclusion: Includes the most important research results. 

First Topic: 

Definition of Aquatic Environment 

Definition of Aquatic Environment and the types of water pollution 

Environment in meaning: 

The definition of the environment, according to those interested, and its problems, so we find many 

definitions for it, and it was limited to what related with the title of the search, which is that: 

Environment: Total surrounded things with us, and affect the existence of living organisms on 

Earth's surface, including water, air, soil, minerals, and climate, and the objects themselves.  

And water: It is a chemical transparent compound liquid which consists of two atoms of hydrogen, 

oxygen atoms, and the chemical symbol (H2o) . Earth is the unique and the only planet from the 

planets of the solar system, which contains liquid water with such these large quantities that we 

know, so it has been monopolized with the existence of life. 

It is also a unique of the existence of life on it. 

Water is contaminated in many of the countries in two types of violations: 

First: Put the remains of animals and people in the water, and pour sewage into rivers without 

treatment.  

Second: Agricultural irregularities, fertilizers, pesticides, and irregularities  of industrial processes, 

sinking oil tankers, and the remnants of secondary products that the industry does not find a way to 

use, and discovering oil and natural gas.  

And water pollution includes three types:  

1 - freshwater pollution: 

2 - Pollution of seas and oceans: 

3 - Groundwater: 

Earth is containing more than 70% water of the outer surface area, however, the amount of usable 

water does not exceed (1%), all of this sheer size, Access to free clean water of impurities is 

difficult due to the spread of contamination. 

Second thesis 

Islam attention to the aquatic environment 

Islam took care and highly interested with aquatic environment, the God says " It is Allah who 

created the heavens and the earth and sent down rain from the sky and produced thereby 

some fruits as provision for you and subjected for you the ships to sail through the sea by His 

command and subjected for you the rivers." Verse 32. 

The solutions developed by man to face the problems of pollution are limited, they may not do any 

good, and served on one hand, and hurt another. 

Therefore, the treatment of the religion of Islam is the solution to pollution that is experiencing this 

problem properly and correctly, and it is determined in two ways, both of which serve the other, as 

follows: 
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The first aspect: Assigning rights to human to preserve the aquatic environment. 

Corruption has appeared in the environment by the manufacturing of mankind, the God says: 

"Corruption has appeared throughout the land and sea by [reason of] what the hands of 

people have earned so He may let them taste part of [the consequence of] what they have done 

that perhaps they will return [to righteousness " Verse 41. 

The cost of God Almighty to preserve rights to the aquatic environment of corruption, this 

assignment came and represented in the following images: 

Prohibition of corruption, God says: " And cause not corruption upon the earth after its reformation" 

verse 56. 

God says " And when it is said to them, "Do not cause corruption on the earth," says, "We are 

but reformers: verse 11. 

The earth: the word generally include what it contains from the components including dry and 

water. 

The blame here is general for human being tampered amok to do time, pursuant to rule of 

fundamentalism (a lesson about the generality of the term and not for some reason). 

2 – Order for hygiene: 

Islam is concerned with great attention to hygiene, the faith of Muslim doesn’t completed unless 

pledged his body and his clothes, hygiene and continuing environment. 

God says "Indeed, Allah loves those who are constantly repentant and loves those who purify 

themselves" verse 222. pure is a condition for the correctness of prayer.  

3-Prevention of excessive water 

Islam prohibited excessive in everything as the God says " . Indeed, He likes not those who commit 

excess" verse 1. 

1-For example, in worship: 

It was reported that the Prophet may peace upon him that he saw Sa'ad bin Abi Waqas while 

performing ablution, he said: «What is this wasteful» he said: does ablution have excess »said: Yes, 

although you're on a running river». 

Narrated from Anas, may Allah be pleased with him, said: «The Prophet may peace upon him, was 

washed by cup to five supplying and perform ablution tide». 

2 – In Drinking and eating: 

The God says" O children of Adam, take your adornment at every masjid, and eat and drink, but be 

not excessive. Indeed, He likes not those who commit excess." verse 31 

Also the prophet said« eat, drink, Put on, and believe in non-extravagance, nor the imagination».  

If the man exceeding to drink water; the science tells us that the human body does not benefit for all 

thrown from the drinking water, but it takes just adequacy, and then the kidney makes after 

considerable effort to get rid of adding all alone.  

As well as agricultural soils, if it was exceeded in irrigation;, this leads to the replacement of the 

existing water into the air, resulting in a deficit of plant roots to breathe, rot, and analyzes, and leads 

to reduced productivity and the ability of her infertility productive in another phase. 

3 – Best exploitation of environmental resources: The conversion of these resources wealth 

achieving security and prosperity for the Muslim community. 

The God Almighty, granted the Islamic world and the Arab with water, agricultural, industrial and 
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metal resources, but they need to research and exploration, and in the quest to discover this land 

resources, the God says "  

" It is He who made the earth tame for you - so walk among its slopes and eat of His provision 

- and to Him is the resurrection." verse 15. 

The second aspect: the protection of Islam to the components of the aquatic environment:  

The Islamic legislation is interested with water, and keep it clean and protect it from pollution, 

which is the duty of Muslims; the common benefits from it is the right for all among humans 

without a monopoly, does not spoil, nor disabled, The prophet said: «Muslims are partners in three 

things: in eating, water, and fire », whether it is in progress, or stagnant; because the contaminated 

water that was in progress; those who use it, it carries serious damage, though sluggish, was a farm 

of bacteria and microbes. 

The prophet prohibited for urinating in stagnant water, saying: «do not urine in Permanent water 

and then washed from it». 

Also forbade for urinating in running water, saying «not reining in running water».  

He said: «Fear three evils, stool in resources, side of the road, and shade». 

And ordered to cover the water in the pot, saying: «covered pot, and close doors, and turn off 

lights».  

If the prohibition on these simple grades of pollution, let alone frightening from the images of 

pollution that we see today, they are forbidden, and more worthy of the first, and most in need of 

conservation, therefore considered Islamic law for the purposes of maintaining the existence and the 

origin of life. The prophet said  «who did not care about the Muslims, he is not one of them»  

Based on the maxim that says: "What led to the haram is haram», and prevent damage before 

occurrence, is more important than its treatment after occurrence" 

 First Thesis 

Relationship of necessities to maintain the aquatic environment. 

The purposes of the law: 

Means: Goals, and objectives set by the street in order to achieve the interests of the people, and to 

ward off evil from them.  

Since the street was intended to establish the interests of people and the law was put for maintaining 

the five necessities [religion, life, birth control, money and mind].  

There is no doubt that maintaining the aquatic environment falls within these five essentials as 

follows: 

1 - keeping religion and its relationship to preserve the aquatic environment:  

When we talk about religion, being necessary for life, we mean that the true religion came from the 

Lord of the Worlds on the prophet, Mohammed , peace upon him, which is the Islamic religion; 

because what else copied and it may not be worked. 

One of the most rules that came out of religion forbidding corruption and narrowing of livelihood to 

the people, or to spoil their interests, the God said"  and do not commit abuse on the earth, 

spreading corruption." 

and then the God said" And do not obey the order of the transgressors" verse No. 151 

" Who cause corruption in the land and do not amend." verse 152 

Therefore, to maintain the aquatic environment and a sacred duty for every inhabitant on earth,  and 

is not a recommendation conference ends by the end of it, do not cry echoed by the world despite 
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the strength of his arguments , and the clarity of his statement, it is a divine legislation is binding on 

the left reckon slaves or neglect, the God said " Indeed Allah is ever, over you, an Observer." verse 

1. means the observer for all your deeds and works, and this is a part of the belief of the Muslim. 

2- Maintaining self and its relationship to preserve the aquatic environment 

Self-Maintaining: means maintaining the Spirit of damage or harm to individuals or groups. 

The Islamic Sharia took care of self with great attention, it was initiating the provisions that brings 

interest to them, and protect the evils of them, and that exaggeration in the preservation and 

maintenance, and fend off the assault; because exposing selves to loss and destruction,  loses the 

designate who worship the God Almighty, and that in his turn leads to the loss of religion. 

the God said: 

" Because of that, We decreed upon the Children of Israel that whoever kills a soul unless for 

a soul or for corruption [done] in the land - it is as if he had slain mankind entirely. And 

whoever saves one - it is as if he had saved mankind entirely." verse 32 

It means of self-preservation has a correlation with water : 

1– Treatment the plants waste, and power plants by leakage into water bodies. 

2 - Desist from throwing garbage and human waste , which lose a lot of rivers and lakes to their 

natural self-purification , and that leads to injury of human with disorders in the vital functions of 

each of the stomach , liver, kidney and others. 

Therefore Muslims must attention to maintaining the aquatic environment , and protection from 

pollution , as it is the reason to keep themselves , and self-preservation intent of the purposes of the 

law, and therefore the relationship between the preservation of the aquatic environment, and save 

the soul. 

3 – Maintaining the birth control and its relationship to preserve the aquatic environment: 

Birth : Means the creation and heirs who follow the parents , and backwardness in the survival of 

the long march of the human species. 

There are a lot of legal provisions that came in order to maintain the offspring from the beginning of 

being a fetus in the mother's womb, until the amount dispensed care, and care by parents. 

The problem of the pollution of the aquatic environment, depletion of resources and a threat to the 

human race with extinction. 

The World Health Organization confirmed that the contaminated water kills more than thirty 

thousand people a day in the third world countries, and that six million children in developing 

countries die each year from diarrheal disease. 

Also the pollution of the aquatic environment with pesticides affect the pregnant women; because it 

caused a distortion of embryos. 

And the exploitation of resources of the aquatic environment, is not limited to a certain generation, 

but it is a common benefit for all generations, it is the right of all people to benefit from it each 

generation according to its need, without prejudice to the interests of future generations. 

4 - Maintaining the mind and its relationship to preserve the aquatic environment: 

The God created man, and granted him the advantage for the rest of the creatures by the mind; 

therefore maintaining it is the most important purposes of the law, mind is a resource of assignment, 

and if the mind is lost, thinking  has risen, the man loses his mind like the neglected cow. 

By the mind, the man prevailed the human universe, developed, and has benefited from the 

knowledge and hidden experience, develop his thinking and his lifestyle, and discovered everything 

around him, which mocked the Almighty God of the universe for comfort and service him, 
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especially the origin of life and the presence of a water. 

Maintaining the mind is a preservation of the environment of all kinds, those who are destroying 

this great blessing by wine, addiction, and alcoholism, etc., and disbanding their minds for thinking 

and creativity, making a lot of flaws in the cosmic balance. 

5 - Save Money and its relationship to preserve the aquatic environment: 

Money: is all that owned by an individual, or group of chattel or trade or goods or property or 

money or any animal, it is the name of each supplier, and we know the money comes in and offers 

to exchange. 

If the saving money is from the five essentials, the failure to preserve the aquatic environment and 

destroy it is a waste of money, as he spends money to destroy them, and spend the money to fix it , 

and in all a waste of money. 

Money isn't limited on the money or gold or silver as some people think, but the money is more 

general than that and most comprehensive, all the supplies of mankind, and kept on his earnings and 

acquisition, water is one of the greatest thing than money, and maintaining it is one of the greatest 

purposes of the law; So we must save our money of all its kinds and categories thereof.  

There is no doubt that the pollution of the aquatic environment, and the corruption of its resources, 

needs to great expense to fix it again, and the advanced countries realized the caused heavy losses 

by pollution, corruption, water, rushed planning and organization, and make the effort to protect 

water resources, where I realized that the national economy has to be based on the valid aquatic 

environment.  

The second thesis 

Widgets and their relationship to preserve the aquatic environment 

Widgets are the following necessities in importance in the point of view of law, and the needy to 

achieve them in a whole, but it extended to the necessary limit. 

The purpose of the existence of widgets are the things, the most important things as follows: 

1 - raise critical for taxpayers 

The God said" has chosen you and has not placed upon you in the religion any difficulty."  

2 - Protect the essentials : Things are needful are related with this regard, as it is reluctant to 

necessities for supplementation, and tend to their with mediation and moderation even be taking 

place on the face tends not to excess or abuse. 

3 - Service necessities : So to achieve what its validity and completeness , as necessary imbalance 

for needs to launch imbalance in generally what is necessary . 

Since this is the end of widgets , and was keeping necessities affect the preservation of the aquatic 

environment , the widgets as well as maintaining affect the preservation of the aquatic environment, 

like the known from water contaminants have an impact directly or indirectly on human life, and 

other organisms. 

In addition to planting the ground, and afforestation it, helped the environment to get rid of the 

harmful carbon dioxide to health, and protects the human beings from of the sun's heat , and to 

confer the air with wind and moisture ; Because the plants acts the process of transpiration, which 

comes out in the form of small particles from the water , which is distributed in the atmosphere. 

As well as it reduces the amount of dust and contaminants in the air ; so many cities in the world 

resorted to the work of the so-called green belt around cities , as well as absorbs noise , and helps in 

keeping the ecological balance, and then only done by the optimized and fruitful exploitation of 

water. 
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Third Thesis 

Improvements and their relationship to preserve the aquatic environment 

Improvements mean: What is not due to the need or necessity but located in the site of improvement 

and facilitation and better care of best curricula in worship and transactions The induction than the 

morals, and the pros lofty . 

Improvement do not hurt people while leaving, nor touched by anxious within loosing. 

The purpose of the existence of the desirable things of interest , including the following: 

1 - improvements shows the beauty of the nation and its completeness , and good morals , and its 

adorable . 

2 - The interests of the desirable maid for the needs and necessities , and improved their image like 

the branch necessity to the origin, and it is built to it, because it based on it to complete what is 

needful or necessary . 

As preserving the necessities and widgets effect on maintaining the aquatic environment, so 

improvements. 

The aims of Street intends  in maintaining the aquatic environment , afforestation and greening the 

earth implant , and that can only be done in the presence of water , it is an element of life and 

beauty and adornment , God Almighty drew the attention of people to the beauty of the aquatic 

environment , and the magnitude of the Creator , and how that God has given us a good 

environment with all of the delight the heart, and expand and rest the chests, the God said: " [More 

precisely], is He [not best] who created the heavens and the earth and sent down for you rain 

from the sky, causing to grow thereby gardens of joyful beauty which you could not 

[otherwise] have grown the trees thereof? Is there a deity with Allah ? [No], but they are a 

people who ascribe equals [to Him]." verse 60. 

Rivers and artificial lakes, fountains and beautiful gardens, a view gives joy, vigor and vitality 

Research Summary 

Protection of the aquatic environment and its relationship to the Maqāsed (Purposes)  al-

Shariah 

The Maqased al-Shariah are:  end purposes and objective that had been laid by the Shari`ah (the 

Law Giver) in order to ensure the General Public Benefits, and to ward off harms and evils from 

them. 

The Environment consists of everything around us. It includes the homes in which we live, the 

places in which we operate our business, the air we breathe, the water we drink, and the earth on 

which we live. 

Islamic Shari`ah has emphasized on maintaining the aquatic environment by obliging the human 

being to maintain it, and the protection of its resources. Preservation of the environment is a part of 

the preservation of Deen (the religion), for the Deen is part of the Allah`s nature on which Allah has 

created human beings. Preservation of human soul primarily requires safeguarding of the people`s 

lives all of them, and their safety from the diseases. There is no doubt that the pollution of the 

aquatic environment affects human health at very first. The wise people are those who do think 

about how to maintain the water resources, and prepare plans and programs to develop the water 

resources and their optimal utilization. Failing to preserve the aquatic environment and causing its 

damage shall be resulting in destruction of public wealth their sources of life. 

And finally,  Praise be to Allah, The Lord of the Worlds. 

 


